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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JUN 1 0 200ll Docket No. 206.00300102 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFF ICE 

Group Art Unit: 3671 
Examiner: Unassigned 



Applicant^): Baumann et al 



Serial No,: 10/798,616 
Confirmation No.: 6205 

Filed: March 11,2004 

For: DECK ASSEMBLY FOR A SELF-PROPELLED, WALK-BEHIND ROTARY 

LA WN MOWER 

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION TO THE PTO 

Commissioner for Patents FAX NUMBER: (7031 872-9306 

Attn: Mail Stop Amendments Total Pages (including cover page): 7 

P.O. Box 1450 Time: Si : 3&pr^ (Central Time) 

Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 (Transmission must be complete by 

midnight eastern time.) 

The following papers are being transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office by facsimile 
transmission: Information D isclosure Statement (2 pes/); 1449 forms (4 pas.) 

Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of 
months to enter these papers and please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment 
to Deposit Account No. 13-4895, 

Mueting, Raasch & Gebhardl, P.A. 
Customer Number: 26813 

IP June E0(A rv: /M< If. Mst. 

Date Matthew W. Adams 

Reg. No. 43,459 
Direct Dial (612)305-1227 

CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F .R. $1-8 : The undersigned hereby certifies thai this facsimile Cover Sheet and the 
paper(s), as described hereinabove, arc being transmitted by facsimile in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.6(d) to the 
Patent and Trademark Office addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, Alln: Mail Stop Amendments. P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450, on this JO™* day of June, 2004, at . £-} J&Q (Central Time). 



HI flute 200^ 

Signature: 



Name: <gai^LC. Ql6flM 



If you do noi receive aJl pages, please contact us at (612)305-1220 (ph) or (6 12)305-1 228 (fax). 
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OFFICIAL 

PATENT 
Docket No. 206.00300102 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFF ICE C£ ^L FAX CENTER 

Applicant(s): Baumann et al. ) Group Ait Unit: 3671 JUN 1 0 200*1 

Serial No.: 10/798,616 ) Examiner: Unassigned 

Confirmation No,: 6205 

Filed: March 11,2004 



For: DECK ASSEMBLY FOR A SELF-PROPELLED, WALK-BEHIND ROTARY 

LA WN MOWER 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



In compliance with the duty imposed by 37 CF,R. § 1.56, and in accordance with 
C.F.R. §§ 1,97 et seq., the materials enclosed herewith are brought to the attention of the 
Examiner as possibly being of interest in connection with the above-identified patent application. 
Per M.P.E.P. § 609, the information cited in the present Information Disclosure Statement shall 
not be construed to be an admission that the information is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability. Consideration of each of the documents listed on the attached 1449 forms is 
respectfully requested. As this patent application was filed after June 30, 2003, copies of the 
U.S, patents and U.S. patent application publications listed on the attached 1449 forms have not 
been submitted. Pursuant to the provisions of M.P.E.P. §609, Applicants further request that a 
copy of the 1449 forms, marked as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, be returned 
with the next Official Communication. 

This application is a divisional of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/109,804, 
filed March 28, 2002. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of documents previously 
cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in connection with Applicants' 
prior application(s) listed above, are not included herewith. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 
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Applicant(s): Baumann el al. 
Serial No.: 10/798,616 
Confirmation No.: 6205 
Filed: March 11, 2004 

For: DECK ASSEMBLY FOR A SELF-PROPELLED, WALK-BEHIND ROTARY LAWN MOWER 



It is believed that no fee is due, as this Information Disclosure Statement is filed 



prior to the receipt of any Action on the merits. However, in the event a fee is due, please charge 
any fee or credit any overpayment to Account No. 13-4895. 



The Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' Representatives at the below- 



listed telephone number, if they can be of any assistance during prosecution of the present 
application. 



Respectfully submitted for 
Baumann et al. 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C-F-R. 1 .8: 



The undersigned hereby certifies thai tliis 
paper is being transmitted by facsimile in 
accordance wiih 37 CFR §1 -6(d) to the 




Patent and Trademark Office, addressed to 
Mail Slop Amendment, Commissioner lor 



By 

Mueting, Raasch & Gebhardt, P. A. 
P.O. Box 581415 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-1415 
Phone: (612)305-1220 
Facsimile: (612)305-1228 
Customer Number 26813 





Date 



Matthew W. Adams 

Reg. No. 43,459 

Direct Dia) (612)305-1227 



PAGE 317 ' RCVD AT 6/10/2004 3:20:57 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:6123051228* DURATION (mm-ss):02-24 



06/10/2004 14:21 FAI 6123051228 



MUETING RAASCH GEBHARDT 



©004 



OMB No. 06S1-00 11 
Page 1 of 4 



INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 


Atty. Docket No.: 206.00300102 


Serial No.: 10/798,616 


Applicants): Baumann et al. 


Confirmation No.: 6205 


Application Filing Date: March 1 I, 2004 


Group: 3671 


Information Disclosure Statement mailed: June 1 0 , 2004 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initinl 


Copy 
Enclosed 


Document Number 


Date 


Name 


Cl»w 


Subclass 


Filing O^te If 
Appropriate 






Des. 168,064 


10/28/52 


Morris et al. 












Des. 181,280 


10/29/57 


Faxstein et al. 












Des. 246,313 


11/08/77 


Gunn et al. 












Des. 424,578 


05/09/00 


Friberg et al. 












2,760,589 


08/28/56 


Rudman 












2,765,862 


10/09/56 


Tucker 












2,860,473 


11/18/58 


Wehner 












3,085,386 


04/16/63 


Slemmons 












3,085,387 


04/16/63 


Harper 












3,118,267 


01/21/64 


Shaw 












3,157,978 


11/24/64 


McMullen 












3,538,692 


11/10/70 


Cope et a). 












3,722,642 


03/27/73 


Zurek et al. 












3,754,616 


08/28/73 


Watland 












3,795,095 


03/05/74 


Erickson et al. 












3,798,987 


03/26/74 


Hurd et al. 












3,802,170 


04/09/74 


Seifert et al. 












3,943,785 


03/16/76 


Percifield 












3,945,176 


03/23/76 


Vicendese el al. 












3,967,438 


07/06/76 


Tombers 












4,117,652 


10/03/78 


Jones 












4,146,105 


03/27/79 


Scag 












4,205,512 


06/03/80 


Thorud 









EXAMINER 


Date Considered 


'Exjimincrr fnilinl irriiation considered* whether or not citation L< in conformance with MPEP 609: Draw tine through cilatiun if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include eupy of this form wiih nt\i communiratron to applicant. 
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Pej>e 2 of 4 



1IN r fJKJVIA 1 1UIN 

DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 


Atty. Docket No.: 206.00300102 


Serial No.: 10/798,616 


App)icant(s): Baumann et a]. 


Confirmation No.: 6205 


Application Filing Date: March 1 1 , 2004 


Group: 3671 


Information Disclosure Statement mailed: June 1 ^ , 2004 



Examiner 
Initial 


Copy 

E» fitted 


Dotiijnenl Number 


Date 


Nome 


Clan 


Subclass 


Filing Dutc it 






4,280,319 


07/28/81 


Scanland 












4,307,558 


12/29/81 


Bent et al. 












4,326,370 


04/27/82 


Thioud 












4,366,995 


01/04/83 


Kocian 












4,478,029 


10/23/84 


Moore et al. 












4,689,939 


09/01/87 


Seyerle 












4,817,372 


04/04/89 


Todaetal. 












4,896,487 


01/30/90 


Hikisbima et al. 












4,899,526 


02/13/90 


Harris 












4,989,398 


02/05/91 


Kuhn et al. 












5,117,617 


06/02/92 


Scag 












5,157,908 


10/27/92 


Sebben et al. 












5,299,414 


04/05/94 


Long 












5,377,774 


01/03/95 


Lohr 












5,398,489 


03/21/95 


Oshima 












5,410,867 


05/02/95 


Plamper et al. 












5,426,926 


06/27/95 


Delery et al. 












5,454,216 


10/03/95 


Myszka 












5,481,857 


01/09/96 


Umemoto et al. 












5,493,851 


02/27/96 


Kalzer et al. 












5,499,494 


03/19/96 


Boshell et al. 












5,502,958 


04/02/96 


Plamper 












5,507,586 


04/16/96 


Mys2ka 












5,615,542 


04/01/97 


Thorud et al. 









EXAMINER 


Date Considered 


♦Examiner; Initial if citation considered, whether or no< cilaflioa i* in conformance with MPEP609; Draw Ihic Ihrou^h citation if not in 
conformant? and nut considered. Include copy of ibis form wiih next communication tn applicant. 
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INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 


Atty. Docket No.: 206.00300102 


Serial No.: 10/798,616 


Applicant(s): Baumann et al. 


Confirmation No.: 6205 


Application Filing Date: March 11, 2004 


Group: 3671 


Information Disclosure Statement mailed: June /O ,2004 



Examiner 
Initial 


Enclosed 


Oftrnmrnl Nunhc r 


Date 






Subclass 


mil at ip lUt* 1 r 

.Ar^prjaie, 






5,638,667 


06/17/97 


Ellson et al. 












J,0j5,00o 


A£/i men 


KaJJevig et al. 












5,724,796 


03/10/98 


Plamper 












5,881,540 


03/16/99 


Miller 












5,946,895 


09/07/99 


Martens 












5,960,617 


10/05/99 


Sheldon 












6,205,755 


03/27/01 


Bontrager et al. 












6,286,293 


09/11/01 


Scag et al. 












6,425,452 


07/30/02 


Steiner et al. 












6,688,095 


02/10/04 


Wadzinski 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 

bufiBl 


Copy 


Document Number 


Date 


Country 


Cbsfi 


Subclass 


Transition 


Yes 


-ISA. 






None 

































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Authors, Title, Date, Pertinent Papers, etc.) 



Examiner 

-JaitaL. 


Copy 


Document Description 






"Safety Instructions & Operator's Manual for Snapper® 21" Steel Deck Walk 
Mowers Series 14," Manual No. 4-t936, Rev. l f Snapper Inc., (1997), 






"Yard-Man™ by MTD Operator's Manual 21" Self-Propelled Mulching Mower 
Model No. 12A-559K401," Form No. 770-10145, MTD Products, Inc., (1998). 






"Lawn-Boy® SilverPro Series™ Walk-behind Power Mower Operator's 
Manual," Form No. 3321-749 Rev A, Lawn-Boy Inc., (1998). 






"Safety Instructions & Operator's Manual for Snapper® 21" Steel Deck Walk 
Mowers Series 12," Manual No. 3-5743, Snapper, (1996). 



EXAMINER 


Date Considered 


* Examiner? Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is *mi conformance with MPEP 609; Draw Hue through citation if not in 
conformance und not considered. Include copy of this farm with next communication to applicant. 



PAGE 6/7 ' RCVD AT 6/10/2004 3:20:57 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:IISPT0«EFXRF-1/1 • DNIS:8729306 * C$ID:6123051228 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-24 



06/10/20*04 14:22 FAX 6120051228 



MUETING RAASCH GEBHARDT 



@007 



OMB No. 0651-001! 



INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 


Atty. Docket N .: 206.00300102 


Serial No.: 10/798,616 


App)icant(s): Baumann et ah 


C nfirmation No.: 6205 


Application Filing Date: March U, 2004 


Group: 3671 


Information Disclosure Statement mailed: June / 0 , 2004 



Examiner 


Copy 


Document DtSCriptiuo 






"Owner's Manual Rotary Mower - Honda Harmony 11," Honda Power 
Equipment, American Honda Motor Co., inc., (1997). 






"Owner's Manual Rotary Mower - Honda Harmony," Honda Power Equipment, 
American Honda Motor Co. 7 Inc„ (1996). 






"Safety, Preparation, Operation, and Maintenance Manual - Model 2 1997x8 A," 
Manual No. F-000414M, Scotts, (date unknown). 






Photographs of "Scotts Model 21995X8B" mower, 1 pg, (1999). 






Photographs of "Sears Craftsman Model 917.377543" mower, 1 pg, (1999). 






Photographs of "John Deere Model JS 63" mowev, 1 pg, (1999). 



EXAMINER 


Date Considered 


•Examfncr: Initial If citalioo considered, whether or not ciinrion is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation If not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of Ibis form with next communiofion to applicant 
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